
COMMUNITY FORUM  
APRIL 13, 2023
School Safety and Youth Wellbeing

Moderated by Thomas Risberg 

Youth Court Services





NATIONAL STATISTICS 
• Since 1970, 637 people have died in shootings at schools in 

the US. Additionally, 1,734 were injured and 73 suffered 
minor injuries.

• Each day in our nation, there are an average of over 3,703 
suicide attempts by young people grades 9-12. If these 
percentages are additionally applied to grades 7 & 8, the 
numbers would be higher. 12 teenagers actually commit
suicide each day in the USA.

• In 2021 over 1146 teenagers died of drug overdoses in the 
USA

• It is estimated that 2,300 children are missing every day in 
the United States

https://youtu.be/3sKSh4H2brY


LOCAL  STATISTICS 
• Partner Family Assaults grew in Great Falls  from 165 in 2015 to 389 in 

2021. 44 youth were charged with PFMA in 2021.

• Child neglect and abuse in Cascaded County rose from 129 in 2015 to 
301 in 2021.

• In 2021, 80% of the Children removed from homes in Cascade were  a 
result of Substance Abuse

• In Cascade County during the 2021 school year, 30% of Middle 
Schoolers and 40% of High Schoolers reported feeling sad & hopeless 
everyday for two weeks or more.  12% of High Schools and 14% or 
Middle Schoolers reported attempting suicide  at some point during 
that year. (YRBS)

• Since August  2022 to present – 80 students have presented to the ER for 
active and passive ideation.16 of those students are 6th graders, 2 
student deaths by suicide

• Between 2020 and 2022  the percentage of  11 year old's’ who had 
tried Marijuana  rose 233% and the percentage of 15 year old's’ who 
tried it rose 253%

• The number of homeless students reported in GFPS this month is in 
excess of 450 individual children.



LET’S HEAR FROM THE PANEL

• What are the issues around student wellbeing and School 
Safety?

• What is your organization doing to address the Issues?

• What are the gaps in services or resources that you have 
identified?

• What else can be done?

• 5 Minutes Please!



GFPD SRO DETECTIVE-
CLINT HUSTON



History and purpose of our Program

• 1980’s - GFPS began employing retired officers to work truancy issues.

• 1995 – Schools entered an agreement with the police department to 

have officers in the buildings full time.

• We currently have four officers assigned to GFPS. 

• SRO’s (School Resource Officer and sworn law enforcement) take on   

the role of teachers, law enforcement and informal counselors.



CMR AND GFH INSUBORDINATION

234

281 282

169

297

222

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Insubordination

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

2022-23



CMR AND GFH FIGHTS/ASSAULTS
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GFPD DETECTIVE-
SCOTT BAMBENEK



Type of Incident* Weekly Program to Date**

Child Pornography 276,819 157,242,170

Child Sex Tourism 42
11,345

Child Sex Trafficking 410 137,178

Child Sexual Molestation (not in the family) 343
91,650

Misleading Domain Name (since 04/2002) 33
25,161

Misleading Words or Digital Images on the Internet (since 10/2002)
98

54,229

Online Enticement of Children for Sexual Acts 2,199 334,744

Unsolicited Obscene Material Sent to a Child (since 09/2002)
6,371

81,039

Submitted Without Incident Type - 1,089

Total # of Reports 286,315 157,978,605

CyberTipline Weekly Activity Report #1297 (March 26, 2023 – April 1, 2023)



What are we doing?
Awareness and Education

-School Resource Officers providing presentations to students and 
staff regarding  internet / social media safety.

-Missingkids.org/NetSmartz

ICAC Task Force

- Holding offenders accountable locally, nationally, and even 
internationally.

Supporting Victims 

-Victim/Witness Resources.



Challenges we face
• Generational gap in technology/internet/social media knowledge.

• Parental supervision – Unlimited access to all things internet.

• Device passcodes.

• Forensic Lab backlog.

• Large amounts of data - IPhone 13 & 14    *1 TB





Investigators

 4 School resource officers

 3 Hands on investigators

 1 ICAC investigator

 1 SVOR/DEC investigator

Crimes Against Children

 Sexual abuse

 Physical abuse

 Medical neglect

 Physical neglect

 Drug endangered 

children

What is the SVU?



2022

328 Total Cases
Not including SRO reports

 97 Child sex offenses

 32 Child abuse 

 11 Drug endangered 

children

 64 Human trafficking

2021

302 Total cases 
Not including SRO reports

 96 Child sex offenses

 22 Child abuse

 14 Drug endangered 

children

 61 Human trafficking

Local Statistics



 Substance misuse – 1 in 8 children

 Mental health access for children – TFCBT

 Failure of caregivers educating children

 Parent education – carrot vs stick

Issues?



▪ See something, say something
▪ 866-820-5437

▪ Education
▪ No More Violence Week

▪ Alliance for Youth

▪ The Dandelion Foundation

Looking Forward 



GFPS BUSINESS OPERATIONS 
DIRECTOR, BRIAN PATRICK



UHF Radio System Coverage

Crisis Manager Phone Application



Numbered Door System

Secured Entrance
Visual/Audible 
Outdoor Alarm

Secured Door Entrance Improvements

Cameras



Floor Plans for 
Emergency Services

Numbered Door 
System

School Key Entry 
Lockbox for 
Emergency 
Personnel



Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design  (CPTED)
Insurance Company
Fire Department
Asbestos
Department of Labor
Food Service (OPI and Federal)
County Health Department
Lifts
Playgrounds
Chemical Hygiene Plans

Annual Inspections



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT, HEATHER HOYER



Communication

Response Blackboard

Messaging goes out:
● District team
● Parents/teachers/students
● Reoccuring as needed
● Only as good as the numbers 

we have!



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT, LANCE BOYD



VALERIE WINFIELD, DEPUTY COUNTY ATTORNEY 
– HANDLES MANY JUVENILE CASES

Criminal Division

The Criminal Division of the County Attorney's Office is responsible for prosecuting all felony offenses which 

occur anywhere within Cascade County and all misdemeanor offenses which occur outside the city limits 

of the City of Great Falls. 

Youth Court & Youth in Need of Care

In addition, the Division handles the prosecution of all persons under the age of 18 in Youth Court and Youth 

In Need of Care cases. 



CHIEF JUVENILE PROBATION 
OFFICER, JASON RIPHENBURG















EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ALLIANCE 
FOR YOUTH

KRISTY PONTET-STROOP
Our Mission:

Alliance for Youth creates social change to advance healthy youth and family 
development within North Central Montana communities through educational 
and collaborative approaches.

https://www.allianceforyouth.org/


TIME TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Question & Answer Period- (15 Minutes)

• Ask a specific question of a particular Panelist or a general question of the 
group.

Audience Feed Back- (15 Minutes)  

Please take a few minutes and scan the bar code on your feedback sheet. 
Once you login, begin answering the three questions in the forum survey.

If you don’t feel comfortable with the technology, please write your responses 
and turn them as you leave at the end of the evening
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