
 

 

 MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING  1 
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2 

HELD MAY 18, 2020 3 
 4 
 5 

A duly called Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Great Falls Public Schools 6 
was held at the District Offices Building, 1100 4th Street South, on the 18th day of May, 7 

2020. 8 
 9 
ROLL CALL:  Brian Patrick took roll call. 10 
 11 
Trustees Present:  Jan Cahill, Chairperson 12 

   Jeff Gray – Vice Chairperson – via Zoom Conferencing 13 

   Jason Brantley – via Zoom Conferencing   14 
   Mark Finnicum – via Zoom Conferencing 15 

   Gordon Johnson   16 

   Teresa Schreiner – via Zoom Conferencing 17 
   Kim Skornogoski 18 
               19 

Others Present:  Superintendent Tom Moore, Assistant Superintendents Ruth Uecker 20 
and Heather Hoyer, and Director of Information Technology Tom Hering.  Present via 21 

Zoom Conferencing were Human Resources Director Kerry Dattilo, GFPS Foundation 22 
Director Dave Crum and GFEA President Robert Griffith. 23 
  24 

At 5:30 pm, Chairperson Cahill called to order the Special Meeting of the Board of 25 

Trustees and asked everyone to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance.  26 
 27 
 28 

ADOPT AGENDA 29 
 30 

Motion – Kim Skornogoski, Seconded – Gordon Johnson, passed unanimously to adopt 31 
the agenda as presented. 32 
 33 

A one minute pause was provided for public comment. No comments were received. 34 
 35 
COMMUNICATION 36 

 37 
A.  Audience Communication – None 38 

 39 
A one minute pause was provided for public comment. No comments were received. 40 
 41 
ACTION ITEM 42 
 43 

A. Activities on Campuses Across Great Falls Public Schools During the 44 
Emergency School Closure – Superintendent Moore explained that Board Policy 1903 45 
states that the Board of Trustees may authorize physical meetings, gatherings, and 46 



 

 

events to be held during the time the District is in a declared State of Emergency.  He 1 
asked that the Board approve school activities that will take place throughout the District 2 

to finalize the school year between May 18 and June 5, 2020.  All events will meet the 3 
health and safety guidelines in Board Policy 1905 and follow the guidance of local 4 
health officials.  By approving the events during this timeframe, the Board will not need 5 
to reconvene each time an event is requested on school grounds through June 5. 6 
 7 

Motion – Kim Skornogoski, Second – Gordon Johnson, passed unanimously to approve 8 
school activities and events scheduled on school campuses throughout the District 9 
between May 18 and June 5, 2020 which meet the requirements of Board Policy 1905. 10 
 11 
A one minute pause was provided for public comment. No comments were received. 12 

 13 

 14 
B.  First Reading and Adoption of New Board Policy 1903F, School Event and 15 

Facility Notice– Superintendent Moore explained that Montana School Boards 16 

Association (MTSBA) is recommending the adoption of new Board Policy 1903F to post 17 
on all school facilities during the time of this emergency closure.  He explained the 18 
notice is a necessary accompanying policy if schools are allowing small group 19 

gatherings during the time of the closure.  Superintendent Moore explained that Board 20 
Policy 1901 allows the Board of Trustees to adopt policies after one reading during a 21 

declared State of Emergency.  He explained the policy in detail and asked for any 22 
comments or concerns.  Trustee Schreiner said after reviewing the policy that her 23 
recommendation would be to add and/or when referring to School Events and Facilities 24 

throughout the policy. 25 

 26 
Motion – Gordon Johnson, Second – Kim Skornogoski, passed unanimously to approve 27 
the New Board Policy 1903F, School Event and Facility Notice as presented with the 28 
recommendation change of Trustee Schreiner to add and/or throughout the policy when 29 

referencing Event and Facility Notice. 30 

 31 
A one minute pause was provided for public comment. No comments were received. 32 
 33 

 34 
ACTION: OTHER 35 
 36 

 37 
REPORTS, DISCUSSION, AND POLICIES 38 

 39 
A. Discussion, Committee Reports, and Comments 40 
Chairperson Cahill asked Superintendent Moore for an update on Graduation.  41 
Superintendent Moore recognized and thanked the high school seniors who attended 42 
the Board Meeting on May 11 asking the Board and District to consider other options for 43 

Graduation than what was originally decided upon.  He explained that the students 44 
attended a meeting last week with District administrators, Health Care Officials, and 45 
Chairperson Cahill to discuss other options that included increasing the number of 46 



 

 

attendees to accommodate having family members attend the Graduation ceremony.  1 
Superintendent Moore said other school districts have opted to hold their Graduation 2 

ceremonies outdoors to allow a larger capacity.  He explained that a survey, with three 3 
Graduation ceremony options, was made available to seniors and their families from 4 
May 15-18, 2020.  There were 315 responses to the survey.  74% of the respondents 5 
chose the option of an outdoor venue, allowing two family members per student, 17% 6 
opted to have smaller student groups graduating indoors, allowing two family members 7 

per student being able to attend, and the remaining selected the original plan that would 8 
allow graduates only indoors with no family members attending.  Superintendent Moore 9 
said it has been decided to hold this year’s Graduation ceremonies outdoors with the 10 
entire class and allowing two family members per student.  After considering three 11 
outdoor venues, it has been decided to hold Graduation at the Fair Grounds in the 12 

Grandstand area.  Superintendent Moore explained this venue will allow for two family 13 

members of the seniors to attend and to be physically distanced.  This venue also 14 
provides adequate parking and an area to accommodate screening of all attendees.  15 

Superintendent Moore said in the event of inclement weather, graduates only would be 16 

moved into the Four Seasons Arena to continue with the ceremony.  The ceremonies 17 
will be live-streamed by multiple media sources. 18 
Chairperson Cahill thanked the seniors who attended the May 11 Board Meeting and 19 

that were also in attendance at this meeting, for making a positive difference for their 20 
classmates.  He complimented them on the excellent job they did in presenting their 21 

information to the Board in a polite and positive manner.  He said the Board and District 22 
are always open to new ideas and thanked the students once again for presenting their 23 
information. 24 

Trustee Finnicum said he appreciated all the families who took time to complete the 25 

survey and thanked the seniors for their presentation and hand-out of public comments 26 
and concerns at the May 11 Board Meeting. 27 
Trustee Gray thanked the seniors and reminded everyone to be engaged and positive in 28 

all they do. 29 
Trustee Schreiner said she is very proud of the seniors and is glad the families will be 30 

able to be at their Graduation ceremonies to help them celebrate.  She thanked the 31 
parents and teachers of the students who helped them be prepared in making a positive 32 
presentation to the Board. 33 

Trustee Skornogoski acknowledged that when the students’ senior year began, they 34 
could not have imagined how it would end. She believes Graduation matters to 35 
students, parents, teachers and administrators.  She thanked and congratulated the 36 

seniors and wished them all a successful future. 37 
Superintendent Moore thanked the seniors for believing, researching and delivering 38 

their articulated message about Graduation to the Board.  He understands all that the 39 
seniors had missed out on this year and is very proud of what they have accomplished.  40 
 41 
 42 
 43 

 44 
 45 



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 1 
 2 

Chairperson Cahill said the Reorganization/Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for 3 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020.  He said that Graduation for C.M. Russell High School is 4 
scheduled for May 29, 2020 and the Graduations for Paris Gibson Education Center 5 
and Great Falls High School are scheduled for May 30, 2020. 6 
 7 

 8 
ACTION TO ADJOURN 9 
 10 
Motion – Gordon Johnson, Seconded – Kim Skornogoski, passed unanimously to 11 
adjourn the Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees at 6:07 pm. 12 

 13 

 14 
 15 

             16 

       Jan Cahill, Chairperson 17 
     18 
Brian Patrick, Clerk 19 
 20 


