
Preventing Injuries from Being Struck 
 

The MSGIA Workers’ Compensation Pool tracks injuries from being “Struck or Injured By” in an effort to eliminate these injuries 

from the workplace. During the last five years, the Great Falls Schools reported four hundred twenty (420) injuries from being 

“Struck or Injured By” type accidents. These claims are reserved at $184,039.66.  These claims have resulted from being struck by 

students, falling objects, and/or objects handled by others, etc. In an effort to prevent these claims, the following information has been 

provided.  

 

To help prevent injuries from students: 

 Don’t play with the students – there is a difference 

between demonstrating and playing. 

 Be aware of your surroundings. 

 Don’t step between students to break up a fight – try to 

separate them without getting between them.   

 Remember that if a student has sensory issues to a lot 

of stimulation it can cause problems – awareness of the 

disability is essential to preventing possible injuries. 

 Remember that the most predictable thing about a 

student’s behavior is the student’s unpredictability. Be 

sure to document every incident.  

 Know the student and have a back-up plan. 

 Wear personal protective equipment (PPE). 

 Have dress codes regarding hair, jewelry, etc. 

 Don’t hover – give the student space. 

 Remember that not everyone wants to be touched and 

may react unexpectedly.  

 Remember that for some student’s weekends and 

breaks from school are no vacation. 

 Follow Bloodborne Pathogens procedures. 

If you sense a student is about to 

have a “meltdown” or become 

aggressive you need to: 

 Know your surroundings, 

placement of furniture, and 

anything that can become a 

weapon. 

 While standing place your feet 

in an “L” position with your 

dominate foot forward – this 

will allow you to deflect, 

defend if necessary or to 

allow the student to pass by 

you. 

 Move the rest of the class 

during a meltdown and have a 

place to take them. 

 

For struck by injuries not caused by a person: 

 Watch storage so that items won’t fall 

onto someone. 

 Again, be aware of your surroundings and 

realize that in gymnasiums and on 

playgrounds balls will be in the air. 

 If some yells “Duck,” go down first and 

then look why the warning was sent. 

 Watch for the location/position of moving 

things. 

 Be prepared that if something is attached 

to a wall it may be able to fall. 

 If you drop an item, try to get your toes 

out of the way. 

 Animals and insects can cause a struck 

injured by claim.  Know your 

surroundings and the little critters that 

may take up residency. 

 


