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Dear Students (and Parents), 

As the 2022 school year begins for you, I would like to encourage you to read the information outlined in this 
newsletter. Have a discussion with someone at home or outside of school about the importance of career ex-
ploration and preparation for life after High School. Most people would agree that taking some steps to plan 
and prepare for your future, now while you are still in school is smart and time well spent. Many of you may 
have been thinking and preparing for life after High School since you were much younger.  Hopefully, you will 
take advantage of the opportunities and resources that are provided by our school system and the community 
partners in Great Falls to help to be prepared well for your future. 

Our District and Community Education and Workforce Leaders would like to encourage you to develop a plan 
and a pathway to success during and after high school. Read and research about careers and requirements 
for specific jobs. To the degree possible, take courses that interest you and will challenge you right now. Get 
into activities and consider internships and summer jobs in the area of your interests. The  Great Falls Cham-
ber of Commerce is launching a new career and college exploration opportunity for eighth and tenth grade 
students in Central Montana on October 18, 2022 called Worlds of Work. For more information visit here : 
https://growgreatfallsmontana.org/event/worlds-of-work-great-falls-chamber-of-commerce/ 

Here are a few suggestions as you approach graduation or if you are a younger student: 1.) Develop a plan 
with some goals and timelines 2.) Stay on top of things 3.) Stay connected to family and friends who are posi-
tive! 4.) Take care of your body and your mind. 5.) Give yourself a break, you have made it this far and that’s 
a huge accomplishment, you can handle it!  

Our school district and community partners are offering numerous early college opportunities (dual credit clas-
ses) and workplace job shadows, internships or pre-apprenticeships.  For more information visit here: https://
www.gfps.k12.mt.us/Page/349 

Seek the advice of teachers, counselors, administrators and community members as you plan and think about 
your immediate goals and future plans for career, college or Military. It has been said, “Plans fail for lack of 
counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.” So plan well and take full advantage of a seven period class 
schedule each semester, each year.  

The Visions News Letter is full of great information and advice on College and  
Career opportunities. Take the time to read and consider the information contained 
in this publication. If you have questions or need more information, please contact  
one of our High School Guidance Counselors or our Secondary Education  
Department at the School District offices, Phone: 406-268-6008. Have a productive, 
safe and positive year in Great Falls Public Schools!  

Sincerely, 

Tom Moore  
Superintendent 
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Counselors’ Corner 

This column in the Visions Newsletter is designed to help parents stay current with the classroom and other  
activities that high school counselors have scheduled for all students to help them in their planning for high school 
and beyond.  If parents are ever in need of more information about any of the Counseling Department activities, 
call 406-268-6159 for CMR or 406-268-6330 for GFH. 

Great Falls High Counselors’ Corner 

As a department we do the best we can to meet the needs of all our students.  We have programs specific to all four 
grade levels.  Many of these programs start on the first day of school and end after the completion of the school year.  
Here is just a brief summary of a few of the major events. 

Freshman: We will meet individually with each of the freshman.  At this time, each student will take an interest inventory 
offered through our counseling website.  We will talk to the students about future classes that may interest them, as well 
as potentially support their post-secondary plans.  This initial visit will be a great opportunity for both parties to gain a 
better understanding of each other and the roles we as counselors will play in the students day to day affairs. 

Sophomore: In early October, members of this class may be given the opportunity to take the PSAT, a practice college 
entrance exam.   This is a practice test that would help the students in the future as they will take other standardized 
tests.  The PSAT will be given on Wednesday October 12th at 8:00am in the Old Gym.  This test is limited to the first 150 
students who sign up.  New this year is the World of Work, to take place at GFC-MSU and the University of Providence.  
More information will be made available later. Sophomores also can apply for the Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership Semi-
nar which will occur in the spring. 

Junior: In early October members of this class will have the opportunity to again take the PSAT, a practice college en-
trance exam.  As a junior this test could gain the student recognition as a National Merit scholar.   The PSAT will be giv-
en on Wednesday October 12th at 8:00am in the Old Gym.  The PSAT is limited to the first 150 students who sign up.  
Juniors can take various AP classes that will conclude with a test in May.  In the spring, Junior students and parents will 
get a sneak peek to the senior year with a Junior Parent Night at GFHS.  Topics include college applications, FAFSA 
(financial aid) and scholarships.  Spring is also when the counselors and the students meet for a one-on-one confer-
ence.  Students will also be made aware of the ASVAB test, given on Oct 25th, for those looking to a future in the mili-
tary.  The ACT will be given to all juniors on April 13th, 2023.

Senior:  In September, a counselor will go to the English classes to review scholarships.  This will include reviewing our 
website, which takes them step by step through the application process.  Any senior who needs additional help complet-
ing a college application can sign up for help on October 4th or 11th.   Senior Parent Night is September 29th from 6:00 – 
8:00 pm in the auditorium, another opportunity to hear and see this information.  Students looking into the military can 
take the ASVAB October 25th.  In the spring, we will offer various gatherings to introduce students to various workforce 
opportunities.  All the while, we will monitor students’ academics to ensure they will graduate in the spring. 

Great Falls High Counselor Student Assignment 2022-2023 
Counseling Office 268-6330 

A-C Chad A. Getten D-G Carie Magers H-L     Rosie Rossberg
406-286-6334 406-268-6335 406-268-6338

M-R    Kathy Van Tighem S-Z Bridgette Pence 
406-286-6336 406-268-6333

GFHS Counseling information can be found at:  https://gfhcounseling.weebly.com/ 
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C. M. Russell High School Counselors’ Corner

Counselors are assigned alphabetically by your child’s last name.  
Counseling Office 406-268-6159 

A-C Nick Budeski D-G  Patty Pace H-L   Jacie Schoenen
406-286-6160 406-268-6162 406-268-6112

M-R  Brenda Lowry S-Z Riki Johnson 
406-286-6111 406-268-6110

  Please visit our website at: http://cmrcounseling.weebly.com/ 

Senior Post-Secondary Presentations:  Counselors visit with all senior students to distributed timely  
information for seniors regarding post-secondary planning.  Students receive handouts indicating test dates  
and registration deadlines, financial aid and scholarship information, and helpful tips for student exploration of  
post-secondary opportunities. Counselors will conduct Individual Planning Conferences with all seniors and will  
talk with students about their plans for after high school and assist students in exploring their options.  Any senior 
who would like to be proactive can schedule a conference with his/her counselor through the counseling secretary. 

Junior Post-Secondary Presentations: Counselors will also visit with all juniors to distribute timely  
information for juniors regarding post-secondary planning.  Students will receive handouts indicating PSAT and 
college entrance test dates, registration deadlines, and tips for making their junior year one of exploration and  
preparation for life beyond high school. 

Freshman Orientation: Throughout the first few weeks of school, counselors will visit with freshmen in small 
groups or individually to orient freshmen to the high school counseling program, the role of their school counselor, 
and to intro-duce themselves to their students. 

Junior/Senior Career Exploration Activities:  The counselors will be offering ASVAB tests to interested  
juniors and seniors (Nov 9th). Students will have an opportunity to participate in reviewing their scores and look at 
their aptitudes, interests, and work values and apply that to a career. Check with the Counseling Office for more info. 

Freshman/Sophomore Career Exploration: Counselors will visit freshman and sophomore classes after  
winter break and work in with the Montana Career Information System to explore careers and plan for scheduling.   
Students will complete interest and skills inventories which give students an opportunity to see how their interests 
and skills align with possible careers. We will also assist students in developing an educational plan for the 
remaining years based on their educational and career goals. 

ACT Prep:  Junior English teachers will be implementing ACT writing preparation materials into their curriculum and 
many core teachers will be implementing ACT prep into their classes in preparation for the state  ACT. Students are 
encouraged to practice for the test on their own, and there are many websites and apps to assist. 

Support Groups:  Counselors, with the support of Benefis Peace Hospice will begin a bereavement support group 
sign-up in September and early October; groups will begin the week of Oct 31st and will run through January.  Any 
student interested in a support group should contact their counselor. 
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Paris Gibson Education Center Counselors’ Corner 

 Paris Gibson Education Center started the 2022-23 school year with an energetic new principal, Yenta Jaques, and 
an eager group of new students choosing the alternative path to high school. It is so exciting to meet and work with 
such hopeful, determined students. These students and the returning students will thrive in the alternative program. 

Students in their last year of high school need to be very diligent in watching for opportunities for their freshman 
year of college as well as the very important deadlines. One important first step is applying to a college. The counse-
lor will be assisting seniors with college applications during the College Application Week, October 3 – October 14. 
We will have representatives from MSUGF at Paris to assist students with this process as well as Mr. Kornick. An-
other important step is applying for financial aid. FAFSA assistance is available year-round through the counseling 
office. 

ACT testing will be administered in the Spring and is currently morphing into a computer-based test. More infor-
mation about how that will look will arrive soon so that Juniors and Seniors will be ready when the test is adminis-
tered. 

Many Paris students are dual enrolled students at GFC- MSU. Paris offers the perfect situation for students to take 
part in classes offered at the college and remain highly active in their high school classes. Dual 
Enrollment offers students a jump start on college credit at little to no cost per credit. The dual 
enrollment opportunity will be available again for Spring semester. Students wanting to enroll in 
classes need to be in contact with Mr. Kornick. 

How can I prepare for the ACT? 

There are a number or free and fee-based opportunities for students to prepare for the ACT right now.   

 EdReady is offered through the Montana Digital Academy in partnership with Great Falls Public Schools.  All 
students will be offered access to the resource, and is a free, online math curriculum that helps students to 
improve their skills. Students can contact their math teachers or the Media Specialists to get registered.  Visit 
https://edreadymontana.org for more information.

 Local ACT Prep Groups are available on a fee-basis.   Groups start at various time of the year. Students will 
learn strategies to maximize their score through test-taking strategies and time-saving tips! Costs and lengths 
of courses vary. Contact Kelli MacDonald at 718-710-9072  kelli@collegeprepmt.com, or contact your 
schools counseling office for more details.

 For more ACT information or to practice for the ACT test for free, check out these sites: https://www.act.org 
OR   https://www.kaptest.com/act/free/act-free-practice-test

PGEC Counselor Contact Information  

Randy Faechner        Phone: 406-268-7703     Email:  randy_faechner@gfps.k12.mt.us 
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TESTING Information 2022 | 2023

ACT Test Dates 2022 | 2023 

Statewide testing of Juniors will continue in the Spring of 2023. The statewide ACT is administered by OPI 
and funded through a grant from the Montana University System.   All juniors at CMR, GFH and PGEC will 
participate in the ACT online this year.  The testing will still take place in the schools, however all students 
will be accessing the test online.  The school wide testing date will be on April 13, 2023.  Students will reg-
ister and take the test during regular school hours.  Test results are typically emailed to the student in late 
May or early June.  A make-up test will be administered April 18-20, 2023. 

Seniors who may wish to retest or missed the ACT during their Junior year can register at: www.act.org.  

Students should plan to take the writing portion of the test. Montana State University recommends that you 
take the SAT/ACT Writing section. If you do well, they'll consider your application to be stronger. 

All test dates are on Saturday unless otherwise noted. 

     *********************************************** 

Please be aware that test centers may be experiencing closures or reduced capacity due to COVID-
19 limitations. 

For current information about your test center, go to test center cancellations for updates:  https://
www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-day/rescheduled-test-
centers.html#resched   

If you have questions concerning COVID-19 and testing, please  go to: https://www.act.org/content/act/
en/products-and-services/the-act/test-day.html  for information on how COVID may impact testing. 

For other information regarding test sites or just to know more about ACT go to: www.act.org. 

ADDITIONAL ACT TEST DATES 2022‐2023

Testing Dates  Location Registration Deadline 

October 22, 2022  CMR September 16, 2022 

December 10, 2022  CMR November 4, 2022 

February 11, 2023 CMR January 6, 2023 

April 15, 2023  CMR March 10, 2023 

June 10, 2023 CMR May 6, 2023
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CMR seniors looking for scholarships: The Scholarship Scoop is a monthly publication of all scholarships availa-
ble to CMR seniors and published at the beginning of each month, beginning in October. Mrs. Lowry, our  
scholarship coordinator, will publish the scoop and make it available to all seniors in their English class. The scoop  
can also be accessed online on our CMR counseling webpage at http://cmrcounseling.weebly.com/ or hard copies 
are also available in the counseling center. A Scholarship Information Night that is sponsored by the Great Falls Pub-
lic Schools Foundation and the CMR counseling staff, was held the end of September, if you missed the Scholarship 
night, you can talk to your Counselor or visit the website listed above and click on the Scholarships Tab. Seniors 
should plan to review the Scholarship Scoop each month and apply for any scholarships for which they are eligible. 
We also encourage seniors to investigate scholarship opportunities available at the universities/colleges to which they 
are applying. Counselors are available to assist any seniors in the scholarship search process. 

CMR Scholarship Scoop 

Great Falls High Scholarship News 
GFH seniors with questions about scholarships, look no farther than your senior English class.  A copy of Scholar-
ship News, the monthly publication of all scholarships available to GFH seniors, is given out the first of each month, 
beginning in October, when a counselor visits every senior English class at GFH. During their visit, they will hand out 
a hard copy of scholarship news; from there, students are asked to identify scholarships for which they are interested 
in applying and to see the Counseling Office to pick up applications.  Each student is individually given his or her own 
Scholarship News, which includes all scholarship information. Parents: The GFH Counseling office and the Great 
Falls Public Schools Foundation hosted a Scholarship Information Night in late September. You can talk to your stu-
dents counselor or the GFPS Foundation for information, if you missed the Scholarship Night.  You can also view the 
Scholarship info by visiting:  https://gfhcounseling.weebly.com/ & clicking on Senior Year Icon or  the Post-
Secondary Planning Tabs. 

Advanced Placement: An Explanation 
Advanced Placement: An Explanation The Advanced Placement (AP) Program, sponsored by the College Board, 
offers secondary-school students the opportunity to participate in challenging, college-level course work while still in 
high school. These courses culminate in the AP Examinations which are administered each May, at the cost of 
$100.00 per exam or $140 if registration occurs after November 4th at 4:30 pm. College Board also offers a fee re-
duction for eligible students at the cost of $53.00 per exam. Go to: https://bit.ly/2023_fee_reduction for the criteria 
for reduced fees. Each AP exam consists of a multiple-choice and a free-response section, with the exception of Stu-
dio Art, which consists entirely of student submitted digital portfolios. Most exams are three hours long and cover two 
semesters of college-level work.  

If a student decides to cancel registration 24 hours prior to the test date, a refund of $56 per exam will be issued.  No 
refund is given to those with a fee reduction or those students who do not cancel taking the test a minimum of 24 
hours prior to the time the test is scheduled to start. 

AP Grade Reports are sent in the summer to the candidates, their schools and the colleges and universities  
designated by the candidate.  For most subjects, AP scores of 4 and 5 are comparable to college ‘A’s’, and a score 
of 3 is comparable to college ‘B’s’ at many institutions.  AP grades enable these colleges and universities to evaluate  
and acknowledge candidate achievement by awarding college course credit and/or advanced placement. 

The Montana Career Information System is an up to date computer information system from the Montana  
Department of Labor that allows students to explore careers, training, colleges, scholarships, job outlooks, soft skill 
development, and many other topics related to careers and post-secondary training. This system is available to all 
GFPS students and parents through students’ powerschool portals. They simply need to log into powerschool with 
their username: “s” followed by their 5 digit student ID number, and their password. If students have forgotten their 
password, they can see their counselor or school secretary to have it reset.   

Then students click on the           icon in the upper right hand corner. A blue MCIS link will appear. By clicking this  
link, students should be immediately rerouted to their personal MCIS account. This system has the ability to  
maintain an ongoing portfolio for students to track their education, career plans, goals, and interests. This system 
can also create resumes, and identify scholarships for post-secondary training and education. In addition to the 
above, MCIS also includes Peterson’s Practice tests for ACT, SAT, PSAT, and AP Courses.  

Visit their website for more helpful Resources:   https://lmi.mt.gov/career/Students 
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Job Shadow Program and Internship Opportunities 

“Celebrate Today ~ Own Tomorrow” is the theme for National Career & Technical Education month.   We will  
celebrate the entire month of February featuring our students, staff, and community partners. On February 1, 2023,  
CTE students will accept a Proclamation from Mayor Kelly as he recognizes the month of February as Great Falls 
Public Schools CTE Month.   

Great Falls Public School offers over 100 Career & Technical Education courses at Great Falls High School, 
C.M. Russell High School, Paris Gibson Education Center, East Middle and North Middle Schools that include:

 Business & Computer Science 
 Family & Consumer Science 
 Health Sciences 
 Industrial Technology 
 Video Productions 
 Stage Craft  

We also have opportunities for independent study, internships and job shadows. Credit can be earned through our 
internship program which continues to grow. It includes opportunities at City Motor Company, Great Falls Clinic,  
Best Friends Animal Clinic, D. A. Davidson, Sletten Construction, TD&H, and many more locations.  

The job shadow program provides students with four hours of “shadowing” in a desired career field. Students can 
learn what day to day life would look like in that career, while making a connection with an industry partner. 

Well over 2,000 students have taken at least one CTE course within the 100+ courses available through Great Falls 
Public Schools. Last year well over 300 seniors graduated with a CTE concentration on their diploma. This means 
students earned two or more CTE credits (four or more classes) during their high school years. 

The impact of Career and Technical Education is outstanding; 
 In writing, CTE students scored 18% better than other high school students and 9% better

on math standards.
 Nationwide, 90.18% of high school CTE concentrators (4 or more classes) graduate within four year. In

Great Falls Public Schools, that number grows to 96.2%.
 Wages of CTE students show an “average increase in earnings of $1,200 immediately after graduation

and $1,800 seven years later.”

We have great partnerships with our community. Whether it be internships or job shadows, or through our Career  
and Technical Student Organizations such as BPA, DECA, FCCLA, FFA, HOSA and Skills USA, the opportunities 
continue to grow. You are able to find more information on the District Website under Secondary Education, Special 
Programs and then Career & Tech Ed: www.gfps.k12.mt.us/Page/169.  See your guidance counselor today to sign 
up for a CTE course and get started. 

Please “like” our GFPS Career & Technical Program Facebook page!  
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Dual Credit Offerings 

Maximize your high school experience with Dual Credit 

One-Two-Free is the Montana University System's Dual Enrollment program. One-Two-Free 
launched in August 2018 as a pilot program funded by the MUS to increase access to higher 
education for high school students, reduce education costs for Montana families, and enhance 
student success. In February 2020, Montana Governor Steve Bullock and Commissioner of 
Higher Education Clayton Christian announced the continuation of One-Two-Free. The  
program offers two dual enrollment courses, or up to six credits, through the MUS to all  
eligible students for FREE. One-Two-Free also allows students who demonstrate hardship to 

  apply for a scholarship to cover tuition for additional Dual Enrollment courses.   
  Visit https://mus.edu/one-two-free/ for more details. 

Dual Credit / Dual enrollment offer courses awarding high school and college credit simultaneously. Great Falls  
Public Schools have partnered with several different colleges and universities to offer enough dual enrollment  
courses to allow high school students to graduate from high school with a running start toward college and career. 
Save money with half price tuition, save time earning a college degree, and ease in to college life from a familiar set-
ting. Each high school may have different opportunities based on staff credentials. For a complete list of dual credit 
matrix, visit: https://bit.ly/3e0O6G2 (case sensitive). 

Great Falls College MSU offers students access to any of our on‐campus and on‐line course offerings. Students should 
work with their counselors to find out how to enroll in those dual enrollment courses. Many dual enrollment courses are 
offered concurrently which means they are taught in the high school by the high school instructors who have been cre‐
dentialed by the college. Concurrent courses offered for GFPS students this year include:  

 American History I & II (AP History)       

 Into to Humanities 

 Accounting I & II 

 Medical Terminology 

 College Algebra 

 Principles of Living Systems (AP Biology) 

 American Sign Language 

 Pre‐Calculus 

 Intro 

 Intro to Welding to Education 

 College Writing (AP English) 

 Intro to Literature (AP English) 

 Intro to Government (AP Government) 

 Emergency Medical Technician (EMT Basic) 

 Into to Psychology 

 Intro to Statistics 

Students at GFPS have the option of taking five dual credit courses from MT Tech in Butte—Advanced Chemistry, 
Honors Physics, and AP Literature & Composition, with a financial arrangement that is similar in nature to the dis-
trict’s agreement with Great Falls College MSU. In all cases, students have the option of enrolling in the class for 
high school credit only (no cost) or for dual credit.  

Finally, the University of Providence offers dual credit in Honors Chemistry. Helena College offers dual credit in 
Automotive Technology and Auto ASE, Gallatin College in Bozeman offers dual credit for Interior Design, Mon-
tana Western offers dual credit in Developing Child. 

The fact that some of the dual credit courses are also offered as AP classes gives students one more option: fore-
go the dual credit and instead take the AP test in the spring. In all cases, students and parents are encouraged 
to be informed consumers. Contact prospective colleges and universities to determine what courses that school 
will accept for what credit (elective or first year of college English, for example). All participating colleges and  
universities will visit high school classes this fall with information specific to their programs. Questions about dual 
credit should be directed to the high school counseling offices.  
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Montana College Application Week 
October 3 ‐ October 14, 2022 

Montana’s College Application Week provides high school seniors the opportunity to learn about Montana colleges  
and universities and complete a college application during the school day, thereby opening the door for many  
students who might not otherwise take this important step toward college.  Participating seniors not only have an  
opportunity to apply to a college during College Application Week, but also have the opportunity to utilize the central 
Application. 

High school counselors will be providing students in their English classes information on how to apply  
on-line by going to applymontana.org or https://applymontana.mus.edu/apply.html 

Goal of College Application Week:  To help all seniors apply to some type of post high school program including 
certificate programs, two-year programs, and four-year degree programs.   

When Researching College Choices and/or Visiting College Campuses consider using the following resources.   
Have your student see their school counselor to gain a copy of: 

 Things to Consider When Choosing a College
 College Facts Worksheet
 College Comparison Worksheet
 Calculating College Costs
 Comparing Financial Aid Award Packages
 Individual Campus Visit Checklist
 Want to go to college? 12th Grade Checklist
 Tips for College Prep
 Montana Career Guide publication

Seniors are able to fill out any in-state college applications at applymontana.org  

Your student will need some additional information about you and your child such as: 

√ Date of voter registration
√ Date driver’s license was issued
√ Last two year’s vehicle registration
√ Date began living in Montana
√ Dates of any extended absences

 Dual Enrollment Quick Facts: 
• Students must be at least 16 years old or a junior to take any dual enrollment class (dual or college-

credit only).
• If the student is under 18 years old, a parent/guardian signature is required for enrollment in any dual

enrollment class.
• Dual enrollment credits should transfer to most schools at least in the form of an elective credit. Mon-

tana University System schools should transfer in most credits for the exact course that was earned
due to Common Course Numbering (ex. WRIT 101,earned through AP English, transfers for WRIT
101 at any of the MUS schools)

• Registration will take place in the student’s high school class in the beginning of the semester for all
classes that are offered for dual credit for MT Tech and Great Falls College MSU.

• Payment is different depending on the credit-awarding college:
o MT Tech requires payment submitted with registration paperwork
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SAT Testing For Juniors and Seniors 
SAT I:  REASONING 
The SAT I is a college entrance test that is the preferred test of many of the more selective colleges and universities. 
It is important to note that there are some colleges that will not accept the ACT.  Refer to the College Handbook to 
determine which test a specific college prefers or requires.  

The SAT I reports three scores: a verbal, writing, and math score.  The cost of SAT with the essay portion (entire 
testing year) is $60.00. SAT I applications are available on line at: www.collegeboard.org/sat  

The test is administered on the following dates at Great Falls High School only.   

   TEST DATES REGISTRATION DEADLINES 
   November 5, 2022 October 7, 2022 
   December 3, 2022 November 22, 2022 
   March 11, 2023 February 10, 2023 
   May 6, 2023  April 7, 2023 
   June 3, 2023  May 4, 2023 

SAT II:  SUBJECT AREA TESTS 
The SAT II:  Subject Area Tests are often required or recommended by some of the more selective or competitive 
colleges and universities.  Used primarily for placement purposes, the SAT II tests your knowledge in specific subject 
areas.  Generally colleges that require SAT II Tests are fairly rare and they usually require a couple of tests  
specifically and allow you to choose a third in an area that you may see as a strength.  Again, check the College 
Handbook  (available in the Counseling office) to see which tests may be required by colleges you are considering.  

SAT II Tests are offered at most of the same times and places as SAT I tests.  Check the SAT Registration Bulletin 
for specific dates.  Students may not take the SAT I and SAT II tests on the same day. Students are responsible for 
registering on-line and paying any fees. 

PSAT/NMSQT 
The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) is the two-hour version of the SAT and also serves as the National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. This test will be given on October 12th at both GFHS and CMR. Students who take 
this test are practicing for the SAT as well as competing for scholarships through the National Merit Corporation.  Stu-
dents receive a verbal and math score as well as a Selection Index score that measures their qualification for the 
scholarship competition.  Generally juniors with a 3.0 GPA and sophomores with a 3.4 GPA are invited and encour-
aged to take the PSAT.  Other juniors and sophomores may take the test as space is available.   

SAT Practice Test: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice/full-length-practice-tests 
ACT Practice Test: https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html 
ACCUPLACER Test prep site:  https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/students/prepare-for-accuplacer/practice 

Misc. Tools and Resources for Students 
 EdReady Montana: Math & English Readiness tools for ALL Montanans.  Go to http://edreadymontana.org 
 COMPASS Test preparation sites: www.math.com, www.4tests.com, www.khanacademy.org, 

www.coolmath.com 
 Colleges that Match your Preference:  www.collegeboard.com   
 Montana University System (MUS) Transferable General Ed: http://mus.edu/transfer/MUScore.asp 
 Reach Higher Montana:  reachhighermontana.org , https://www.reachhighermontana.org/scholarships/ 
 Advice about College from First-Generation Students for First Generation Students: 

  https://www.firstinthefamily.org/highschool/Introduction.html  
 RaiseMe:  https://www.raise.me/scholarship/locations/montana 
 MT Career Information System: https://portal.mtcis.intocareers.org/ 
 Great Falls College MSU “Career Coach” info: https://students.gfcmsu.edu/careerservices/ 
 Montana Scholarship Searches:  

  https://www.scholarships.com/financial-aid/college-scholarships/scholarships-by-state/montana-scholarships/  
 College Scholarships:  http://www.collegescholarships.org/states/montana.htm 
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Three Types of Diplomas For Graduates!  
Students in the Great Falls Public Schools are able to earn three types of High School diplomas. This opportunity  
is a result of the ongoing efforts of the school district to offer a comprehensive program and to ensure that all  
students graduate with a diploma that will matter to them on graduation day. In addition, the work students do in 
school must adequately prepare them for the future and their diploma should reflect that effort and achievement. 
Currently, 84.5% of Great Falls Public School students graduate on time with a comprehensive high school diploma 
(23 credits). It is the desire of the school district to increase the number of students who graduate on time with all 
their requirements being met to 92%. 

The state of Montana requires a minimum of 20 credits to get a diploma from an accredited high school. Great  
Falls Public Schools has required a minimum of 23 credits for all students in order to graduate from high school.   
Currently all students who meet these general requirements receive the same type of diploma. Students can choose 
to receive the traditional, Comprehensive Diploma which is the current type of diploma (23 credits) or they may 
choose to pursue two optional diploma types: 

The Concentration Diploma will require students to accrue the same 23 credits, but will recognize students who 
have concentrated in a particular content area and accumulated 3 or more elective credits from that discipline. The 
areas of concentration will be; STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math), CTE (Career and Technical 
Education) The Arts and Humanities (music, drama, art). 

The Honors Diploma will require students to accrue a minimum of 26 credits, 6 of these must be in Honors, Dual 
Credit (early college), or Advanced Placement (AP) classes. In addition, the student must have no less than a 3.33 
cumulative GPA. 

High School students in Great Falls have the opportunity of a 7 period day and some students choose a Zero hour 
class which affords them 8 class periods. Students may also take on-line classes in the summer or during the school 
year through the Montana Digital Academy or the Great Falls Public Schools Virtual Academy. The selection of  
elective AP, Early College and CTE courses continues to expand each year. This year the district has added;  
Introduction to Computer Science, AP Psychology, JMG, AP Econ, Math 151, Honors Geometry, Accounting… 
and much more.  Not all of our students take full advantage of the opportunities that are available to them. All  
students need to be encouraged to set academic goals and develop a plan for after high school. Each semester,  
up to and including the last semester of their senior year, should be filled with classes that will assist them in meet-
ing these goals and making their post- graduation plans possible!    

If you would like more information on how to apply for the Differentiated Diploma options for the 
school year, please visit your high school’s website or contact your high school guidance counselor.  

CMR:  http://cmrcounseling.weebly.com/graduation-requirements.html 
GFH:  http://gfhcounseling.weebly.com/diploma-applications.html 

Science Technology Engineering Math 
3 credits or more in any combination of 
the following courses: 
 Any elective science course

beyond the 3 required credits:
 Geology
 Biology 3/4
 AP Biology
 Chemistry (any)
 Physics (any)
 Anatomy & Physiology

 Any Elective Math class beyond
Algebra and the 3 required credits

 Computer Coding & Design
 Video Production
 Med-Prep courses
 Architectural & Engineering Drafting

The Arts 
3 or more credits in any combination of 
Art, Drama, Music beyond the 1 required 
fine art credit. 

Career Technical Education (CTE) 
3 or more credits in one of the following 
areas of study beyond the 1 required 
CTE credit: 
 Business Department
 Industrial Technology
 Family Consumer Science
 Med-prep
 Video Production
 Approved Independent study CTE

courses

The Humanities 
3 credits or more in any combination  
of the following courses beyond the  
required 3 credits of History: 
 Social Studies electives
 World languages
 Psychology
 Sociology
 Journalism
 Elective Literature or writing class

HONORS DIPLOMA:   
Designated AP, Honors and  
Early College Courses 
6 or more credits from the following list, 
Additionally, a 4th year of Math is re-
quired as well as 26+ total credits with a 
minimum 3.3 GPA. 
 English 1-2H, 3-4H, 5-6H
 AP English 7-8
 Algebra 1-2H
 Geometry H
 Algebra II/Trig H
 Analysis H
 AP Statistics
 AP Calculus 
 AP Biology
 Honors Chemistry
 Advanced Chemistry
 Honors Anatomy & Physiology
 Honors Physics
 AP US History
 AP Government
 AP Art
 Any Early College (includes Dual

Credit classes as well as College-
Credit only courses) 



of mathematics (Algebra I or higher), two years of  natural/physical science, one year of additional English, 
mathematics or natural/physical science, two years of social science, three years of additional courses. 
(The  Great Falls Public Schools minimum graduation requirements exceed those of the NCAA.)  

 ♦Have core-course grade-point average and a combined score on the SAT verbal and math section or a sum 
score on the ACT based on the qualifier index scale.  Eligibility requirements vary slightly between Division 
I and Division II schools and SAT/ACT requirements can vary based on GPA.   

See your school counselor for clearinghouse registration forms and for answers to your specific questions. 

All ACT/SAT scores must be sent by the testing company directly to the NCAA clearinghouse for the scores to 
be considered for NCAA eligibility.  Students must request the scores be sent to the clearinghouse.  

The NCAA is encouraging students to register on-line at: https://www.ncaa.org under Student-Athletes tab. 
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The ASVAB 

The ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) is an aptitude test which measures a student's tal-ent 
for and knowledge of academic and vocational skills.  This is a voluntary career exploration tool and a mili-tary 
entrance exam that is administered to students for Free. This is a great test for helping students learn more 
about which careers match their aptitudes, interests and work values.   

The ASVAB will be given to interested juniors at CMR on Wednesday, Nov 9th and on Tuesday, October 25 
at GFHS. This is a great career counseling tool.  Counselors will be available to help with the interpretation of 
the scores. This is an excellent opportunity for juniors to "kick-start" their career and educational decision-
making  

Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership (HOBY) 
Each spring, 10,000 high school sophomores from across the country to participate in one of HOBY’s 70+ State 
and Virtual Leadership Seminars to develop their leadership skills and learn how to apply to become effective, 
ethical leaders in their home, school, workplace, and community. 

State Seminars are three-to-four day residential programs typically held on a university campus.  Virtual 
Seminars are two-to-three day live online programs that allow students to participate from home.  This 
year’s HOBY program will be in May or June at a to-be-determined location.  Registration opens October 
3rd.  See your counselor to register.  Registration fee to be determined by HOBY.  Visit hoby.org for more 
information.   

NCAA Eligibility 
Students who hope to participate in college athletics at Division I or II schools will need to register with the 
NCAA  Clearinghouse to “qualify”.  Students are considered a “qualifier” for Division I schools if they: 

 ♦Graduate from high school 

 ♦Successfully complete a core curriculum of at least 16 courses, including four years of English, three years 
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The University of Providence is commi. ed to offering affordability, value and student success. One way we show 
we are dedicated to our students is through our Argo Advantage, which ensures that students graduate on  me 
and are career ready, as skilled and ethical leaders ready to help shape a be er world. 

What is the Argo Advantage? 

• The Loan Repayment Assistance Program (LRAP). If a student's income a er gradua on is less than
$46,000, LRAP helps him or her repay federal, parent PLUS and private educa on loans. This program is offered at
no cost to the student. Available for new, first‐year campus undergraduates entering Fall 2023.
• Four‐Year Gradua on Guarantee ‐ For students ready to declare their major by the end of their first se‐
mester, we will support them in their academic planning and provide any courses remaining a er eight semesters
at no addi onal charge.
• Providence Impact ‐ Students who have not found adequate employment within six months will receive
addi onal career counseling and support at no addi onal charge.
• Corps of Discovery ‐ A personalized Montana experience to help students develop leadership skills and
clarify career and life goals.

Alongside our Argo Advantage, UP offers a vast number of majors, minors and cer ficate programs both on‐
campus and online that create an educa on experience designed to help students discover their calling and obtain 
their professional goals. We want our students to find their path to not only success, but fulfillment, so they can 
both make a living and truly live. 

To learn more about UP or set up a campus visit, please contact the University of Providence Admissions office at 
406‐791‐5202 or uprovidence.edu/admissions/ 



Page 16 



VISIONS A Newsletter for Students and Parents 



Page 18 

SENIOR CHECKLIST 
The following checklist is designed to help you organize your approach to selecting and applying for post-secondary 
education and training after high school.  The deadlines mentioned are general in nature, so you should be aware  
of the specific deadlines required by the schools you plan to attend or apply. 

Fall of Senior Year 

_____1.  Take first scheduled college entrance test.   
_____2.  Attend and actively participate in College Fair, if interested, in September. 
_____3.  Attend college, Career and Technical School, and military representative visitations.   
_____4.  Take ASVAB if you didn't during junior year and are still undecided about possible career directions. 
_____5.  Make your "schools list."  (Dream, Probable, Sure Thing) 
_____6.  Check websites for applications, financial aid, and scholarship information to those schools to which 

       you wish to apply. 
_____7.  Meet with your counselor for your Individual Planning Conference. 
_____8.  Check Scholarship Scoop/News each time it comes out and apply as appropriate. 
_____9.  GRADES!!!  
_____10.  Finalize academies, ROTC, or early decision applications, if applicable. 
_____11.  Fill out FAFSA after October 1st.  

During Winter Break 

_____1.  Apply to out-of-state schools. 

January of Senior Year 

_____1.  Pick up financial aid information in the Advisement Center. 
_____2.  Attend Financial Aid Workshop with your parents.   
_____3.  Finals!!!  

February of Senior Year 

_____1. Apply for MUS Honor Scholarship by March 15th if you qualify and plan to go in-state. 

March 1 

_____1.  Apply in-state. 
_____2.  Application for Financial Aid should be in.  Deadlines may be earlier for out-of-state. 
_____3.  Continue to apply for scholarships as appropriate. 
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JUNIOR YEAR CHECKLIST 
Fall of Junior Year 

_____1.  Take PSAT, if applicable. 

_____2.  Begin making "Schools List" -- use MCIS!!!! 

_____3.  Don't forget grades!!! 

_____4.  Take the ASVAB to explore career choices. 

Winter of Junior Year 

_____1.  Continue to look at schools and check websites for information. 

_____2.  Attend your Individual Planning Conference with your counselor. 

_____3.  Learn as much as you can about your career fields that interest you. 

_____4.  Attend appropriate representative visits. 

_____5.  Take practice ACT. 

Spring of Junior Year 

_____1.  Take a college entrance test for practice. 

_____2.   Take state ACT for FREE! 

_____2.  As you receive information from schools, start to narrow down your list. 

_____3.  Begin application process if you are interested in Academies or ROTC. 

_____4.  Keep working on grades! 

Summer before Senior Year 

_____1.  Visit colleges if you can. 

_____2.  Continue to narrow your "schools list." 
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