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8th Grade Reading Requirement

 (Transition to High School Course Work)

Research has shown that developing reading strategies and fluency in written language is one of the most valuable tools for academic success regardless of where an individual chooses to go in his or her life beyond high school. In the interest of developing such skills, and preparing you for high school English, you will be required to complete an outside reading component for this 8th grade English class.

GUIDELINES

1. You may read any book you like within the three following parameters: 

a. Movie books, with the exception of classics like Huckleberry Finn are only worth half credit. If you are unsure whether or not a book has been made into a movie, or if it meets the classic definition, please clear it with me before you begin reading the book for credit.

b.  Books must be of your reading level and middle school level appropriate content is recommended. Additionally, A PARENT SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED FOR EACH NEW NOVEL.  A suggested list will be provided to you and students can choose novels from this list.  Our library is also a great source for young adult literature.  There should be no more than 15 pages with pictures. Again, if you are unsure of the acceptability of the chosen novel, please see me in advance.  I will be the final say on all reading selections.

c. I reserve the right to ask you to read selections from a different author after you have read and reported on more than two books by the same author.
2. POINTS are based on PAGES READ not books completed.  Do not search for a book with exactly 200 points, in order to meet the point criteria for that term.  Instead, choose a book you will enjoy reading for the term, and as an added bonus, you might have fun reading too!  It is beneficial to report to me as soon as you are finished with a book, to ensure memory of what your have read and to increase student accountability. If your book is 400 pages or more, it will count for two terms worth of points.  You must get prior approval for these books.
3. BOOK REPORTS will be given orally to me in an interview style. I will read sections, inquire about the book, and ask specific questions about the selection. You will explain their context and accurately answer questions about your selection. 

4. You may report with me BEFORE SCHOOL, AFTER SCHOOL, or during HOME BASE in room 123. Remember, you are only reporting to me, not the entire class. 
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                                NO EXCEPTIONS 

6.  I will record the titles and pages you have read, but I VERY STRONGLY suggest you do this as well. The reading record provided will be a useful tool for keeping reading documentation.

 7. You are required to complete 200 pages each term equaling a total of 800 pages by the end of the academic school year. It does not matter if this is one book, several books, or any other variable. You may work ahead and finish this task before the term deadline if you wish. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST WEEK OF EACH TERM TO DO THIS ASSIGNMENT.   I will be checking each term to chart your progress. You will receive a grade each term for this required component of the English classroom.  It will be very difficult to pass English class each term without the points from this reading requirement.  

 8th Grade Student Reading Record

       

      Please record your reading progress on the chart below.  Parent signature is required for all novels.  I will not give points for novels that if there is no parent signature.  Pretending or fabricating that you have read a novel when you have not, automatically results in zero credit for the term.
	   Book Title
	Author
	Pages
	Pages Read
	Parent Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


I, ________________________ have read the following books and have my parents approval for my novel selection.
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