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Joe Wilkins
Wilkins named state

CTE

Joe Wilkins, the auto
mechanics instructor at
the Great Falls Public

6Teache

School Di stri
tive Tech Center, has

been named 0T
the Year, déd by

tana Association for Ca-
reer and Technical Edu-
cation.

He was selected after
competing for the honor
at the organi
nual convention in Butte
on Oct. 17. The associa-
tion represents educa-
tors associated with in-
dustrial technology, agri-
culture, health occupa-
tions, family and con-
sumer science and busi-
ness courses throughout
Montana.

The Montana Indus-
trial Technical Educa-
tors Association also
honored him with its
Teacher of th
following day at the con-

vention.
See Wilkins P. 2
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North Shines |ts light

North Middle School 8 th
grade shop students are
learning how to run a
business as they operate
the latest in laser and
computer technology.

A new laser engraver
was purchased for the
shop with the charge by
Tom Moore, assistant
superintendent 7 -12, that
students be taught to
turg & profi r
Shop teacher Pat Volk-
mar sought the laser en-
graver as a way to engage
kids in computer technol-
bgy ® thé\sidp elasses.
Over the year he advo-
aatell ferithe lader he ar-
fuedethatbach engage-
ment will keep kids, oth-
erwise at risk, in school.

Nearly anything can be
engraved, from names on
computers to drinking
glasses as dvell asHXishing
pole handles. Volkmar

Shop teacher Derik Senger works with student on

the laser engraver.

and fellow instructor
Deri k Senger
a natural for turning a
profit. Early orders have
included plaques for the
Great Falls High School
homecoming, dog-tag
name tags for students
and nametags for North
Middle School staff and

b

plaques for the Boys and
irls Clubs of Great Falls.
The students meet
monthly to assess their-
profits and are issued
profit sharing checks.
Volkmar also hopes to
show kids that math and
reading are relevant to
the work environment.
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State Vo -Ed funds arrive here

The State Vo -Ed alloca-
tion of $62,304 has been
delivered to the Great
Falls Public Schools for
immediate use.

That 6s a
over last year.

The allocation is based
onYeRrdlfmentdn CTH €
classes reported last
spring, extended con-

$688

tracts for CTE instruc-
tors, CTSO student or-
ganization chapters and
memberships; district
CTE expenditures.
According to guidelines
from the Montana Office
of Public Instruction ap-
proved uses of the funds
are:CTE salaries for ex-
tended contracts;Stipends

to CTE teachers for su-
pervision of CTSOs (BPA,
DECA, FCCLA, FFA,
HOSA, SkillsUSA and
TSA;Instructional sup-
plies used in an approved
program;Instructional
equipment used in an
approved pro-

See Vo EdP. 2
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An active time for CTE programs

.
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From left, CMR graduates of fall CNA class; GFHS students attend second quarter. GFHS Principal Fred
Anderson assesses Meridian (ID) High School shop on Small Learning Community/Career Academy site
visit. Theyodre all c¢closed in at the CMR High School housfe on
North Side.

GFHS auto shop awarded From P. 1:Wilkins
$6, 500 Qwest Oskegeds gr

T ’I% Association for Career and Techni-
a cal Education.

He was nominated for his role in
creation of the Auto Tech Center at
Paris Gibson Education Center in
2006. The center trains advanced
auto mechanics high school stu-
dents from Great Falls and sur-
rounding communities. This year
he has extended the training to

The Great Falls High School auto
shop will get a state of the art diag-
nostic machine, compliments of a
$6,500 technology grant from [
Qwest.

Qwest Montana President David
Gibson made the grant presenta-
tion to shop teacher Brad Warren
in Warrends cl assr

son said it was selected because of — Paris Gibson Education Center
it was so well -written and reached Brad Warren accepts $6,500 students .

out to the community and used

technology.

Warren wrote and submitted the Fro m F)_ 1 State Voed fu n dS

grant last school year. He said the
it will allow him to upgrade his

shopés diagnostic gapashyctonal yelated tiavgl membership.
purchase a Genesys scan tool ma- expenses for an approved program Heds asked each depar
chine with the lab scope display or C_TSO;Repalr, mamtenapce and hold out $100 tq defray the 'cost of
and gas analyzer. leasing of instructional equipment department advisory committee
oln order for us to5ananpiovedprogrgm <t - meetings in the spring. He also en-
dents the necessary training to be Here is how the funding breaks courages departments to anticipate
competitive in tod Q?ngchqol_@gHSnﬁgﬂ,gl}eéCtMB, unexpected costs and helping stu-
or properly trained for college $25,391; Paris, $8,995 dents and teachers defray the ex-
courses later on, we must teach Tom Kotynski, who oversees the pense of traveling to state and na-
them at least the basic trouble- funds at the District Office, said it tional CTSO competitions.
shooting skills fr ng.tq tfﬁe&ﬂ:‘bdgpéarfn}?msi aﬂdg 6 Kotynskl asks that for r_nos't ex-
Warren wrote in his application. principals how the money is allo- penditures departments |n_d|c§te
Even using the cl £ated pp each GTE degaytrgent. the reason for their spending in a
di agnostic tools, k—lqwgvgr, hg ha§ ?Iﬂ qachlg%o%rt- note on the electronic purchase or-
ment how much of the allocation is ders.

when they get to use them to trou-

bl eshoot a obug, 6 asggd; gn that depar t fihemdnéysnusehe sperit by May

ment and student organizational 1, 2009.



