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Education Department 

Career and 
Technical Education 

  Career and Technical Education courses 
provide academic and technical 
knowledge and skills to prepare for 
further education and careers in 
current or emerging employment 
sectors. These programs focus on 
career preparation, resource 
management, communication, 
technical skill development, applied 
academics, technological literacy, 
personal skills and leadership.  One 
credit is required by the Montana 
Office of Public Instruction for 
graduation 

There are some 45 high school and 
middle school teachers teaching 50 
courses in these four general 
disciplines: Family and Consumer 
Sciences, Health Science (Med Prep), 
Industrial Technology,  and  Business. 

 

 
Annual Trades Career Fair at MSU-Great Falls 

One of two high school houses built yearly 

Business: 
Computer Literacy 
Info Processing 
Management 
Entrepreneurship 
Marketing 
Multimedia 
Job Seekers 
Business Law 
Accounting 
Personal Finance 
Work Experience 
 
Medical Prep: 
Certified Nursing Assistant 
Emergency Medical Technician (dual credit) 
Health Occupations 
 
Industrial Technology: 
Auto Body (dual credit) 
Automotive Technology ASE 
High School House construction 
Welding 
Electricity 
Metals Manufacturing 
CISCO computer networking 
Drafting 
Landscaping 
Woods 
 
Family and Consumer Sciences: 
Culinary arts 
Textiles 
Child related careers 
Hospitality, Tourism and Recreation 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2008 graduating class of Certified Nursing 

Assistants. 

Medical Occupations 

Business 

Industrial Technology 

Family and Consumer 

Sciences  

Training students   

for careers in:  

Sampling of CTE courses:  

 

 

 

Students learn about the construction trades by 

building two houses a year. 

Career and Technical Education courses 

provide academic and technical knowledge 

and skills to prepare students for further 

education and careers in current or emerging 

employment sectors. These programs focus on 

career preparation, resource management, 

communication, technical skill development, 

applied academics, technological literacy, 

personal skills and leadership.  One credit is 

required by the Montana Office of Public 

Instruction for graduation. 

What is Career and 

Technical Education? 
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 Students in Career and Technical Education 

classes: Great Falls High School: 1,296; C.M. 

Russell High School: 1,353; Paris Gibson 

Learning Center: 187; Middle Schools: all 

students. 

 A CTE credit is a graduation requirement. 

 Post-secondary credit which saves time and 

money for students is available through Tech 

Prep and Dual Enrollment opportunities.  

 Work Experience allows students to receive 

credit while working for wages on a job.  

 Career and Technical Education has strong 

partnerships with the local business community 

and uses Advisory Boards for all four content 

areas.  

 Additional funding comes from a state 

allocation and from a Carl Perkins federal 

grant.  

Career and Technical Education in Great Falls, Montana public schools 

 Two houses are under construction by Great 

Falls High and CMR students in partnership 

with NeighborWorks; Interior Design class 

students help plan furnishings, and a landscape 

class at CMR helps with outside design. 

 DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of 

America) stores for students at CMR and GFHS 

  Great Falls High School shop students sell 

storage units they build in class.  

 A number of businesses at Paris Gibson 

Education Center: “Sew What” (formerly 

Avant Gear), “The Company” that runs a 

school café and catering business, “Lynx 

Grafix” that does T-shirt and mug design, and 

“Paris Gibson Designs,” that does business 

cards, calendars, photos opened in the fall 2006 

at Paris Gibson Education Center  to train 

technicians.  

 The Auto Tech Center.  Dealerships that put 

up $15,000 each to fund the center: Bison, 

Bennett, City, Taylor Brothers, and Lithia 

 There are more than 600 Job Shadows 

volunteers. Some 325 juniors took a job shadow 

last year 

 Students are enrolled in dual credit courses at 

MSU-Great Falls College of Technology in auto 

body repair and EMT (first responders) basic.  

More dual credit courses are in the planning. 

 Med Prep students train at Benefis with nurses 

to qualify as Certified Nursing Assistants. 

Enrollment is high.  

 Approximately half of the high school 

graduates are Vocational Concentrators by 

taking three CTE credits by graduation.  

A practical way to learn 

 Students from the Interior 

Design class help with the 

high school houses 

 Field trips include local 

eateries to find out how they 

cater to clients 

 A Robotics competition has 

been added 

 Career classes include:  

Hospitality, Tourism and 

Recreation class, 

entrepreneurship class, 

consumer mechanics class, 

applied physics class, and 

landscape design class. 

 ASE Auto Mechanics class at Paris Gibson 

Education Center 

CMRôs Rustler, Inc. shown here and Bison 

Business at Great Falls High attempt to create real 

work ñCompanyò environments for business 

students 

Family and Consumer Sciences students in textiles 

program do hands on projects 

Students enrolled in Career 

and Technical Ed  classes: 
 

Fast facts about Career and Technical Education: 
 

 

 
 


